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Section 7: Water Baptism 

Included in this lesson are the methods of baptism, the purpose of water baptism and the essentiality 

of water baptism. Much of the information will be listed in the forms of various tracts and articles. A 

recommended book is “What God Hath Wrought” by Oliver Fauss. 

I. Method of baptism 

 

A. The scriptural way of baptism is for the candidate to be immersed in water. There are no 

New Testament examples where anyone summiting to water baptism was sprinkled. Of 

course, this should not be a surprise since the original Greek root word, “baptisma” is 

baptism, consisting of the processes of immersion, submersion, and emergence (from 

baptö, to dip) baptizö - to baptize, primarily a frequentative form of baptö, to dip, was 

used among the Greeks  to signify the dyeing of a garment...”59 

 

B. Scriptural references to immersion: 

 

1. Matthew 3:16. “Jesus went up out of the water. “60 To have come up out of the water, 

first Jesus had to go down into the water. 

 

2. Acts 8:38-39. They went into the water and came up out of the water. 
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II. Purpose of Baptism 

Recommended reading: “What Is the Church of Christ?” by V. E. Howard (baptismal 

section). 

A. To fulfill obedience. The Word instructs us to be baptized. 

Matthew 28: 19, Luke 24:47, Mark 16:16, John 3: 5, Acts 2:38 

B. For Remission of Sin. 

1. Acts 2:38 exhorts “Repent and be baptized” for the “remission of sins” It does not say; 

“Repent for the remission of sins” or “Be baptized for remission of sins only”. But 

both elements: repentance and baptism must be present for remission to occur. 

2. The Greek word “eis” translated “for” in Acts 2:38, is used by some as an objection to 

baptism being necessary for remission of sins. They contend that the (eis) for 

remission means “because of” remission. In other words, repent for remission, and 

because those sins are remitted one is baptized. This argument contends baptism is not 

essential, but a Christian should be baptized for a public witness to an individual 

confession of faith. The following article shows the absurdity of such a belief. 61-62 
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The proper interpretation is: one repents and is baptized in order to obtain remission of 

sins. 

3. It is Interesting to note the same groups that try to explain away the essentiality of 

baptism in Acts 2: 38, do the same with Mark 16:15-16. The scripture contends “He 

that believeth and is baptized shall be saved”63 not “He that believeth only” or “He that 

is baptized only” shall be saved. If baptism is non-essential, then Mark 16:16 could 

read “He that believeth is saved and may (if he wants to) be baptized” or “He that 

believeth and is not baptized shall be saved”! Would anyone dare add the one word 

“not” to Mark 16:16? Yet in deed (actions) the majority of denominations add the 

word “not”. They do this by  teaching the non-essentiality of baptism. The Lord 

thought baptism was so important, He provided water in the desert so the salvation of 

the Ethiopian eunuch could be provided (Acts 8: 26-39). 

C. Saved by baptism. I Peter 3: 21 

D. Put on Christ by baptism. Galatians 3:27 

E. To follow are Scriptural examples: 

1. Example of Paul: Acts 9:6, 17-18, Acts 22:16. Saul was given instructions on what he 

must do. 

'' ...be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the Name of the Lord.”64 

Notice the scriptures do not teach Paul had his sins washed away and then was 

baptized, but the very opposite is true. 
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2. Example of first three thousand converts. Acts 2: 38-42 

3. Samarian believers. Acts 8:14-17 

4. Ethiopian Eunuch. Acts 8:35-38 

5. Cornelius. Acts 10:44-48 

6. Lydia, and the jailer. Acts 16: 16, 16:30-33. Notice they were not baptized for public 

ceremony of their confession of faith. Baptism followed their hearing the Word. 

Baptism was so important Paul did not wait for public ceremony, or till he felt better. 

But the same hour of the night (Acts 16:33). 

7. John's Disciples. Acts 19:1-6. Baptism was important enough to be re-administered in 

Jesus name. Again, it was after the disciples heard the word, that they received 

baptism. What will be our reaction after hearing the message of Jesus Name baptism! 

II. The Formula 

Recommended reading: Baptism: The Great Commission Re-examined by Kenneth Reeves. 

A. Scriptural Formula 

1. Many folks have been baptized. However, it was not Scriptural baptism. Therefore, all 

that was accomplished was someone took a bath without soap! To be of benefit the 

scriptural formula must be adhered to. No place in the holy writ was anyone ever 

baptized with the words “in the name of the Father, 
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and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” recited over them. The following tract by 

Search for Truth Publications offers a challenge for anyone to find a passage where “in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” was recited over them 

in baptism. It is more than just a challenge, a five-thousand-dollar reward is offered. 

Not only does the tract offer a challenge, but it informs one of the correct formula to 

be used. It is shown below, with Scriptural notations.65
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2. More evidence Is cited with a tract compiled by Lewis Manuwal. Due to its clarity, 

form, and detail, it is shown here in its entirety.66 
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B. Matthew 28:19 examined 
 

1. The majority of those waving the banner of Christianity are baptized with words “in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” recited over them. The 

key verse that is used is Matthew 28:19. But very few of the candidates awaiting 

baptism understand this scripture. 

2. To understand this scripture, the Godhead must first be studied and understood. 

Laying aside traditional teaching one should approach this scripture with an open mind 

and heart. The only way to interpret Matthew 28:19, and it not contradict other 

scriptures or violate proper grammar rules is to approach it with the understanding of 

the oneness of God, rather than the trinity viewpoint. First, look at the phrase, 

“baptising them in the name”.67 If the Scriptures taught that there were three separate 

and distinct persons in the Godhead, this verse should read plural “in the names”. But 

it does not. It is in the singular “name”. 

3. And to obey this verse does not call for repeating the phrase, but to obey it. To obey 

the command, the next question is What is the Name! It is just like signing a legal 

document. The clerk asks an individual to “sign your name” here please. Is the clerk 

asking you to fill in the blank for signatures with the phrase “your name”, or does she 

want your name “John Doe” (or whatever it may be) in



Section 7, Page 8 
 

the blank? To be valid, the name must be inscribed. The same in baptism. The devil Is 

not afraid of the titles Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. But Satan must flee at the mention 

of the name of Jesus. Devils are not cast out, meals are not blessed, sickness does not 

flee, every tongue does not confess, nor every knee bow, nor are sins forgiven, at the 

titles Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. But it all occurs in Jesus Name. For there is no 

other name given among men whereby one must be saved, but at the name of Jesus 

(Acts 4:12). So one must find out the name of the titles and be baptized accordingly. 

The following scriptures will aid in revealing the name of the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Ghost is Jesus: Matthew 1:21, John 5:43, 10:30, 14: 9-10, John 14:26, 17:6, Acts 

9:5, Isaiah 9:6. 

III. Key words of Matthew 28: 18-20 (Greek text). 

A. Introduction. A Greek-English Interlinear is helpful in this study. 

1. Matthew 28:18 “All power is given unto me...” 

2. Matthew 28:19 “Go ye therefore...”  

“teach all nations...” 

“baptising them...” 

3. Matthew 28:20 “Teaching them to observe all.”
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B. Key Word – “ALL” 
 

1. “PAS”68 

radically means ‘all’. Used without the article, it means ‘every’ every kind or 

variety...or may signify the highest degree, the maximum of what is referred to...” 

 

(V. 18) Jesus possesses every kind of power. He does not just possess all the power in 

a given area, but He has control of power everywhere, namely heaven and earth. 

 

2. “PANTA”69 

“In the plural with a noun it means “all” ...One form of the neuter plural (panta) 

signifies wholly, together, in all ways, in all things...” 

 

The “ALL” here is very inclusive. This gospel was not just for a special segment of 

society. It is for all, “whosoever will”. The including force of the word “ALL” is also 

noted in the word “NATIONS” which follows the “ALL”. 

“LAOS” is a word which is usually limited in use to the chosen people, Israel. 

“However, “ETHNOS” in the plural ordinarily denotes all mankind aside from the 

Jews and in contrast with them, the Gentiles.”70 
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Those who teach predestination would have difficulty with this verse (19). The “ALL” 

and “NATION” includes all of mankind. Those who carry the gospel are not to leave 

anybody out. The “ALL” of verse 20 Is the same as verse 19. It is an “ALL” of 

entirety. One must not teach just part of the gospel. The entire message must be 

presented. Even the part that says to love those who despise you, (Matthew 5: 1-11). 

C. Key Word – “POWER”  
 

1. “EXOUSIA” 

“denotes freedom of action, right to act, used of Cod, it is absolute, unrestricted...”71 

2. Before Jesus tells the disciples of what they must do, He informs them of the force that 

they will represent. It was as though He said, “don't worry about the task, because the 

One who is sending you is bigger than any task.” He is the greatest. He has all power. 

No circumstance should keep the disciples from spreading the gospel 

D. Key Word - “GO” 

“POREVTHENTES” 

(will discuss POREVOMAI, which is very similar) 

1. “to go on one's way, to proceed from one place to another...used to indicate procedure 

or course...”72 
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2. This “GO” is not the command “to go” as the A. V. seems to indicate. It is rather more 

like “as going” or ''while going”. It assumes that the disciples will be going. But as 

they go, there are some things they should consider. One is the making of disciples. 

They would not be going aimlessly through life, but they now had a purpose as they 

journeyed. This purpose should be the determining factor in where and why they were 

going. 

3. Much better results are obtained by saying, “While you are going, go ahead and do this 

and that” than to say, “You must go or else”.  By using the form of “GO” used in verse 

19, Jesus was allowing the disciples to feel that He had faith that they would be going. 

He did not have to command them to go, but since they were going, they might as well 

make disciples. 

 

E. Key Word - “TEACH” 

1. Verse 19 - the verb can be better understood by looking at -the noun form 

“MATETES”. 

“A disciple was not only a pupil, but an adherent; hence they are spoken of as 

imitators of their teacher...”73 

The disciples were to make disciples. They would do this by imitating. By imitating 

Christ before others, they could influence people to turn to Him. By them living the 

Gospel life and being an example of Christ in word and deed, 
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disciples could be made. By Imitating Christ, people would be persuaded to become 

Christians. 

2. “TEACHING” as “DIDASKO”  

“.. to give instruction...”74 The disciples were to instruct the people they came in 

contact with. They were to teach the commandments of the Lord. People must be 

taught concerning the Gospel. They must not be allowed to sit in the congregation and 

worship in 'spirit only. They must be instructed in the Word of God so they can 

worship in 'spirit and in truth’. 

F. Key Word - “OBSERVE” 

Related to verb “TEREO” 

“...denotes...preserve, keep, watch...to observe,”75  

1. The disciples were to teach that the commandments of Jesus were to be lived out, they 

were to be kept. There is more to it than just knowing what Jesus commanded. We 

must keep His commandments through acts of obedience. 

G. Key Word - “BAPTIZING”  

from “BAPTIZO”  

“...to baptize...form of BAPTO, to dip, was used among the Greeks to signify the dying of 

a garment...drawing of water by dipping a vessel into another...in Matthew 28:19, 

“baptizing them into the Name” ...would indicate that the baptized person was closely 

bound to, or became the property of, the one into whose Name he was baptized.”76  
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1. When one gets baptized, it is more than a getting wet process. There should be a 

change. Just as a garment is changed by dying, so with baptism an individual should 

take on a different “color” that “color” being the nature of Christ. One should realize 

when baptized, the ownership of self ceases. You relinquish your ownership to Jesus 

Christ. He can lead and guide you at His disposal. 

 

H. Rewritten - Essence of verses 18-20 

18. I have complete control of everything. There is no greater power, not in the entire 

universe. I am greater than the powers of heaven, even the angels. Likewise, I am 

greater than any earthly powers (kings, rulers, even nature). 

19. Remember this while you are going about spreading my gospel. As you go, make 

disciples of others, by imitating me. The gospel is not limited. Take it to all of 

mankind and baptize then in my name. 

20. Instruct new converts that they must obey all my teachings and remember as you go 

that I will go with you, even to the farthest corners of the earth, yes, even through the 

worst trials. And remember, I have all power. 

I. Does it really make any difference which formula is used?  

A. Yes, the next section on “Salvation” will explain the necessity of obedience in regard 

to salvation. 
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1. To be baptized in Jesus Name is not an alternative method of baptism, but the only 

way! 

2. If people accept Matthew 28:19 the correct way, “The entire structure of the trinitarian 

doctrine would crumble to the ground if converts were baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, for then it would be apparent that the ''name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” is Jesus. “ 

B. Objections Answered 

1. I would rather obey the teachings of Christ (Matthew 28:19) over His apostles (Acts 

2:38), is one objection used. But, how absurd. If these were two contradictive 

statements, how could one trust any portion of the Bible? One error would be cause to 

distrust the truth of the entire Book. 

 

The error is not in the Bible, but in people's understanding. The Scriptures are very 

plain on the words of the apostles being words of salvation: Matthew 16:19, John 17: 

20, 11 Peter 3:1-2, I Thessalonians 1:5-6, Galatians 1:8, 1 Timothy 1:3. 

 

2. Another objection is that some feel Matthew 28:19 is the great commission, therefore 

it is the correct formula. There is no objection to using Matthew 28:19 as a great 

Commission as long as it is interpreted correctly. But there are other recordings of the 

commission: Mark 16; 15-18 (notice what 
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great things would be performed in the Name of Jesus), Luke 24:45-49: where was 

Luke 24:45-49 fulfilled? It was fulfilled at Pentecost (Acts 2).  Every portion of Luke 

24:47 was fulfilled when Peter proclaimed the message of salvation - Acts 2:38. His 

message included repentance, remission of sins in Jesus Name. It also began at 

Jerusalem as Jesus taught. 

C. The warning of Scripture 

1. There are those who are opposed to the Jesus Name message and view its followers as 

fanatics. They sometimes will even bring accusations that its followers are a cult and 

evil. 

2. If today's Jesus Name followers are dogmatic about the doctrine, they join company 

with the apostle Paul. 

3. Paul had a stern warning to those who preached contrary to what he preached 

(Galatians 1:8). His warning included being accursed. No one would want to be 

accursed. To avoid this condition, it is imperative that one preach and obey Paul 's 

gospel. But what did Paul 's gospel consist of? It consisted of Jesus Name baptism, the 

infilling of the Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking in tongues, acknowledging 

Jesus as Lord. See Acts 19:1-6, Romans 6:3-4, Acts 16:16-24, Philippians 2:8-11, Acts 

9:4-5 for reference. 

 

Does your Gospel consist of these things, or does it consist of tradition? 
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